
 

Congressional Progressive Caucus  

Recommendations for Executive Action  

Combat the Climate Crisis and Reduce Fossil Fuel  

Dependence  
 

Invest in Clean, Affordable, Homegrown Energy to Support Energy Independence  

● Declare a ban on new fossil fuel leases on federal lands and waters and in 
environmental justice communities.  

•	Ensure the federal government leverages its vast purchasing power to accelerate 
homegrown clean energy technologies that cut costs for American families by 
developing strong rules for implementing the Executive Order on Catalyzing Clean 
Energy Industries and Jobs Through Federal Sustainability. Regulations should include 
equity, labor, and environmental standards  

•	Declare a National Climate Emergency and invoke authorities under the Defense 
Production Act and Trade Expansion Act, mobilizing domestic industry to manufacture 
affordable renewable energy technologies with good paying union jobs for domestic use 
and international export; reinstate the crude oil export ban; and build reliable, 
distributed renewable energy systems in frontline communities most affected by the 
dirty and unjust energy complex.  

● Save taxpayers billions of dollars by ending both domestic and international federal 
fossil fuel subsidies.  

● Direct the State Department, U.S. Treasury, U.S. Export-Import Bank, the U.S. 
Development Finance Corporation, and USAID to phase out all U.S. government 
financing for fossil fuel projects and related infrastructure overseas and finance only 
clean energy infrastructure and climate mitigation and adaptation measures. Use the 
U.S.’ voice and vote at IMF, World Bank and IDB to advance the same goal.  

Ensure Clean Air and Water to Save Lives  

● Protect Americans’ health and save tens of thousands of lives annually by updating 
and strengthening outdated standards limiting particulate matter, ozone, carbon 
dioxide, sulfur dioxide, mercury, coal ash, and tailpipe emissions, as well as lead and 
copper rules preventing contamination of drinking water.  



● Finalize new methane standards for new and existing oil and gas operations. Make 
these standards strong enough to cut methane pollution at least 65 percent below 2012 
levels by 2025.  

● Direct the EPA to designate greenhouse pollutants as criteria air pollutants and set a 
science-based national pollution cap under the Clean Air Act.  

Advance Environmental Justice  

● Ensure at least 40 percent of the overall benefits from federal investments in climate 
and clean energy go to disadvantaged communities by establishing Justice 40 
implementation guidelines for all agencies, including definitions and metrics; 
mandatory data collection, mapping, and monitoring of distribution of funds to 
disadvantaged communities; and oversight of the social, economic, and environmental 
impacts of funds. Ensure that environmental justice communities receive the technical 
support needed to secure access to federal funds.  

● Issue a strengthened and more robust executive order on addressing environmental 
justice that will hold agencies accountable for reducing disproportionate environmental 
impacts on frontline communities.  

 


